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WELCOME TO 397 RIVER ROAD, CARLISLE, MA

The Residence
Enveloped by 7 acres of rolling lawns, meadows, 
woodlands and classic New England fieldstone 
walls, the tranquil setting of this beautifully 
restored residence is reminiscent of a distinctive 
eighteenth and nineteenth century landscape, 
offering unblemished pastoral vistas.

In 2001, the house underwent 
a complete renovation and 
restoration of the highest quality.
At this time, the garage, office/ guest house, 
sunroom, three season porch and the post 
and beam barn were added. The property 
was beautifully re-landscaped by landscape 
architect Lili Morss and an irrigation system was 
installed. The systems of the house were totally 
replaced including the central air conditioning, 
plumbing, electric, central vacuum, and natural 
gas heating.

In the interior of the home, many original design 
elements were restored including raised 
paneled wainscoting, plank doors, wide pine 
flooring, multiple fireplaces, and a banistered 
staircase. Whenever possible, historically-
correct materials were used in the renovation 
such as new replacement 12 over 12 windows 
and antique wide board flooring. 

The updated spaces embrace the historic 
features of the house to create a beautiful 
blending of old and new. 

Marketed by THE SENKLER TEAM

A circular driveway sweeps across the façade 
of this captivating residence, setting a striking 
profile against seven acres of pastoral beauty. 



The History 

                ason purchased the farm in 1917 during World War I.  
                 Realizing that his farm was too far away from the 
markets to compete with the New England farming industry, 
he turned his hand to raising cattle. During the next 10 years 
before the Great Depression, the farm grew into a dairy farm 
and flourished. The pasture land was important to Mr. Garfield 
because he felt the cows gave more milk if they had plenty of 
land to roam and graze. The fact that his cows were always 
winning prizes for their milk production, gave credence to his 
belief. Five years later he turned the farm into a model for cattle 
breeding and the production of exceptional milk for which there 
was widespread demand. 

In the late 1920’s, the main part of the residence, was separated 
from the “ell” and was moved up the street by way of rollers to its 
present location at 397 River Road. The ell that remained behind 
became the residence. It was decided by Mr. Garfield, who could 
now afford to step back and be more of a gentleman farmer, that 
his family needed to get away from the daily operations of the 
farm. The residence was placed on its new site, remodeled and a 
new “ell” was added. 

In 1945, the farm with its main residence, superintendent’s house, farmer’s house and approximately  
300 acres was offered for sale. The advertisement for the farm described Garfield’s residence as follows: 

“The Revolutionary Colonial residence is white clapboard construction. Sheltered by 
its screen of spruce and oak trees, it has been fully modernized, yet retains all the old 
features of its historic heritage, from the antique street lamp outside the entrance, to 
original wainscoting, matchstick molding, pumpkin pine paneling and pegged board 
floors. The attractive first floor layout includes a reception foyer, a 30’ living room with 
brick fireplace, built-in bookcases and a rear flagstone terrace, dining room with Dutch 
oven fireplace and old cupboards; paneled study with fireplace; hall lavatory; modern 
kitchen with storage pantry, butlers’ pantry with monel metal sink, laundry, store room 
and maid’s screened porch. On the second floor are three master bedrooms (2 with fps), 
2 modern baths, 2 guest rooms with a bath and excellent linen closets. The servants’ wing 
consists of 2 bedrooms, bath, sewing room, and 2 storage closets. The open attic provides 
additional utility space, and the cement-floored basement contains a fine oil-steam 
heating unit and a preserve room.” 

           ventually, the property was sold as three separate parcels. The Garfield residence was sold with 33 acres,  
           and at a later date, was subdivided, leaving 7 pastoral acres of land upon which 397 River Road is sited today.
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River Road Farm, originally sited on 300 acres 
was once the residence of Mason Garfield, a 
grandson of U.S. President James Garfield.
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Meticulously landscaped with extensive 
perennial gardens and shrubbery, the rolling 
lawns are lush and green and accentuated by 
handsome fieldstone walls and pathways. 

Entertaining space flows effortlessly from the 
interior to the exterior through French doors 
that enhance many of the main level living 
spaces.

Three handsome patios of granite and brick 
unfold onto each other and create the perfect 
warm weather venue for entertaining friends 
and family.

The Property 397 RIVER ROAD, CARLISLE, MA



KITCHEN • EATING AREA KITCHEN • BUTLER’S PANTRY

              esigned by Kochman, Reidt & Haigh, 
the superb culinary center boasts high-end 
appliances, custom built cabinetry, soapstone 
counters, exposed beamed ceiling, a large 
breakfast bar and antique hardwood flooring.  
A warm and comfortable space for family dining, 
the generously sized kitchen includes a sitting and 
eating area lined with walls of glass and French 
doors opening to the outside gardens and patios. 

A well-designed butler’s pantry with plenty of 
custom cabinetry, a sink, dishwasher, and wine 
refrigerator opens to the expansive dining room 
featuring a brick fireplace and hearth surrounded 
by a wall of beautifully restored antique raised-
paneled wainscoting. 
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FAMILY ROOM • LIVING ROOM DINING ROOM

        eyond the dining room is the 
front-to-back living room appointed 
with tall 12 over 12 windows, a chair 
rail, a brick fireplace and a wall of 
built-in shelving. 

The family room lies to the side of 
the dining room and also features 
a brick fireplace, crown moldings, 
a chair rail and a built in cabinet—  
well-suited for a flat screen television 
and electronic equipment. 
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SUNROOM THREE SEASON PORCH

B       eautifully designed rooms on 
the main level, include the bright 
and cheerful sunroom with seven 
tall windows allowing light to 
penetrate its surfaces. 

Approached through arched 
entryways from the side hall, the 
sunroom opens through glass 
doors to reveal a 3 season porch 
lined with windows that frame 
views of the beautiful grounds. 

The porch serves as an “ell” 
connecting the main residence to 
the barn. 



GREAT ROOM WITH BAR AND LOFT 

In 2003, the shell of a Maine post 
& beam barn was added to the 
residence and transformed into a 
breathtaking living hall with a soaring 
ceiling and large-scale dimensions.

        he beautifully designed bar area, well-
equipped with triple stainless steel sinks, 
appliances, and custom built-in cabinets. 
Both the bar and the built-ins showcase 
copper countertops. 

There are five awning windows  set high 
on the far wall with a staircase approaching 
the lofty upstairs sitting area. 

Adding to the ambiance of this perfect 
entertainment space is a sitting area 
enhanced with a brick-lined wall and a 
fireplace with a wood fired pizza oven.

There is a full bath on the main level of 
the living hall as well as a finished lower 
level that includes a catering room and 
exercise room with glass doors leading to 
an outside area. 

A one car garage is also accessed from 
this level.
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2ND FLOOR

      here are three entry foyers, 
all with staircases, that approach 
the upper level of the residence. 
The fireplaced master bedroom 
is exceptional and includes a 
dressing room rich with custom 
built-ins, and a splendid master 
bath with double pedestal sinks, 
a claw foot tub, a marble and tile 
shower and wainscoted walls. 

T

MASTER BEDROOM SUITE



MASTER BATHROOM MASTER DRESSING ROOM AND OFFICE



3 ADDITIONAL BEDROOMS & SITTING AREA

A fireplaced second bedroom 
serves well as a guest bedroom 
with its own tastefully appointed 
bath. A beautifully designed 
office is quietly tucked between 
the master and the guest 
bedrooms. 

A hallway leading from the 
bedroom suites is enhanced by 
antique built-ins and a window 
seat and provides access to the 
family bedroom wing. 

Two bedrooms with custom 
built-ins share a luxuriously 
appointed bath with Carrera 
marble, wainscoted walls, a 
shower and a claw foot tub. 

A large room, easily accessed 
from both bedrooms, serves 
as a gathering space for family 
entertainment. The laundry 
room with wash sink, stainless 
steel counters and shelving, 
completes the second level 
floor plan. 

PLUS FULL BATH & LAUNDRY ROOM



OFFICE/GUEST WING

            private office, as well 
as the four car garage, were 
added to the residence during 
its renovation. A brick lined, 
covered porch leads from the 
side entry of the main house 
to the private entrance of the 
office. An open, two-story 
entry foyer with a stairway 
leads to the second level 
revealing an enclave of 5 
rooms accentuated by antique 
barn wood. A kitchen, full bath, 
reception room, conference 
room and office are part of a 
thoughtfully designed floor 
plan with flexible space that 
can be easily re-imagined into 
an au pair or in-law apartment.

A
INCLUDES KITCHEN, RECEPTION AREA, CONFERENCE ROOM & OFFICE SPACE



FLOOR PLANS, FIRST FLOOR
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FLOOR PLANS, SECOND FLOOR & LOWER LEVEL
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GIS MAP / PLOT PLAN Marketed by THE SENKLER TEAM

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. ©2018 Coldwell Banker 
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Estate LLC. If your property is listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully.

All measurements are approximate.

BARN  
OVERVIEW 
Structure ........... Maine Post & Beam 
Year Built .......... 2003 
Rooms ............... 2001 
Bath .................. 1 Full 
Fireplace ............ 1

AMENITIES 
Range ................. Viking 6 Burner/Gas 
Dishwasher ........ Miele 
Refrigerator ....... SubZero 
Countertops ...... Granite

ROOMS 
First Level 
Recreation Room w/Bar....40.3 x 24 
Full Bath ......................... 11 x 6.2

Second Level 
Loft Areas ........................ 13.6 x 7.4
........................................ 14.7 x 24
........................................ 13.8 x 7.4

Lower Level 
Exercise Room ................. 23.4 x 11.10 
Caterine Room ................ 8.2 x 18.9 
Garage ............................. 23.4 x 22

OFFICE/GUEST HOUSE  
OVERVIEW 
Year Built ......................Colonial 
Rooms ...........................2001 
Bath ...............................1 Full

AMENITIES 
Dishwasher .................. Maytag 
Refrigerator ................. Haier

ROOMS 
First Level 
Entry Foyer ................. 8.9 x 10.5 
Garage ......................... 39.4 x 25.0

Second Level 
Reception Room .......... 10.4 x 23.8 
Office .......................... 10.5 x 20.5 
Conference Room ....... 17.9 x 20.5 
Kitchen ....................... 6.10 x 9.9 
Full Bath ..................... 9.7 x 5.9

MAIN HOUSE  
OVERVIEW 
Style ............................Colonial 
Year Built ....................c. 1840 
Rebuilt/Expanded .......2001 
Rooms .........................13 
Bedrooms ....................4+ 
Baths ...........................3 Full, 2 Half 
Living Area ..................8,792 SF
Lot Size .......................7 Acres

STRUCTURE 
Exterior ................Clapboard 
Roof .....................Wood Shingles 
Foundation ..........Fieldstone/Concrete 
Fireplaces..............5 
Floors ...................Wood, Tile, Marble 
Basement ..............Partially Finished 
Patio 1 ................... 20.6 x 19.10 
Patio 2 ................... 19.6 x 30.7 
Patio 3 ................... 43 x 22.6 
Brick Covered Porch... 9 x 22 
Mahogany Porch...13.4 x 6

AMENITIES 
Range ....................Viking 6 Burner/Gas
Dishwasher ...........Miele 
Refrigerator ..........SubZero 
Countertops .........Granite

ROOMS 
First Level 
Kitchen .............................19.8 x 24.2 
Pantry ...............................13.3 x 8.2 
Living Room .....................15 x 29.4 
Dining Room ....................23.4 x 13 
Family Room ....................15 x 15.10 
Sunroom ...........................15.7 x 14.10 
Entry Mud Room ..............10 x 17.9 
Half Bath ..........................4.3 x 17.9 
Entry Mud Room ..............18 x 8.10 
Half Bath ..........................6.5 x 2.6 
Front Entry Foyer ..............8.9 x 11.8 
3 Season Porch ..................7.3 x 32

Second Level 
Master Bedroom................15 x 18.10 
Dressing Room..................16.8 x 8.9 
Office ................................10.6 x 6.0 
Master Bath .......................15 x 10 
Bedroom 2 ........................15 x 15.2 
Bedroom 3 ........................15.10 x 11.9 
Bedroom 4 ........................15.6 x 17 
Sitting Room .....................14 x 19.8 
Full Bath ...........................8.5 x 13.2 
Laundry Room ..................10.8 x 8

SYSTEMS 
Heat ........................FHA/FHW 
Fuel .........................Gas 
Hot Water ...............Gas/Tank 
Electric ....................400 Amp 
Cooling ...................Central 
Water ......................Private 
Sewage ....................Private 
Irrigation .................  27 Zone/
 Irrigation Well
Security System .........Yes 
Central Vac .............Yes 
Surround Sound System throughout
entire house & barn.
LEGAL 
Zoning ....................Residential 
2018 Assessment ......$2,059,900 
2018 Tax .................$37,428 
Registry ...................NMRD 
Book / Page .............23343 / 118

SCHOOLS 
K–8 ......................... Carlisle Public 
High School ............ CCHS

LM 9/2018

EXCLUSIONS 
Bose Smart TV, DR Light & Chandelier, LR Drapes, MBR Drapes and curtains

NEGOTIABLE 
Miele Washer & Dryer, Outdoor Furniture, Swingset, Air Hock and Foosball Tables

DISCLOSURE 
Bar Area beer tap inoperable.
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